
Die Grüne
ALTernATiVe
NEW PROPOSAL FOR ANDREAS-HOFER-PLATZ FUTURE



AnDreAS-HOFer-PLATZ

Originally the location of a church and 
a Carmelite monastery, the buildings 
were demolished to leave space for the 
Karmeliterplatz, and later the Fish Market 
(“Fishplatz”).

The plot was then sold by Graz Municipality in 
1913. It now contains an underground parking 
–one of the most important in the city center– 
and a gas station with services.

Although the site is not a consequence of 
urban planning but a handover of private 
property from owner to owner, citizens have 
always called it a “square”.

In 2012, a competition was organized by 
Acoton Real Estate Company, owner of the site 
since 2008. The brief was to build 13.500sqm 
(the maximum possible surface according 
to the building code) including commercial 
stores, offices, restaurants and housing.

At that time the budget for the whole operation 
was 50M€. The winner project was designed 
by Atelier Thomas Pucher.

Four years have passed since the 
competition. The status of the square is 
still undefined and unclear.

in order to discuss the future of this 
historical site, the House of Architecture 
(HDA) and iSSS research&architecture, 
invited Chilean architects Plan Común to 
propose an alternative transformation of 
the plot. 

HiSTOrY
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A COUnTer-PrOPOSAL

The Andreas-Hofer-Platz is not a square, 
even if it wants to appear that way in the 
viewer’s eye. (...) The Andreas-Hofer-Platz is 
a construction site, it can always be built, it is 
also now built with a gas station.

Günter eichberger
«Der Platz im Kopf Des Betrachters» 

www.gat.st/news/der-platz-im-kopf-des-betrachters

It seems that our city has ways that allow 
investors to build in public space for their 
profitable businesses. As a result, an increasing 
amount of public space is withdrawn from the 
citizens. Although the Andreas-Hofer-Platz is 
the subject of a real estate deal, it is still rightly 
perceived by all the citizens as a public place!

erika Thümmel, Heinz rosmann
Doris Pollet-Kammerlander

«Initiative für ein unverwechselbares Graz»
www.gat.st/news/offener-brief-andreas-hofer-platz kommodhaus

Competition website
http://www.acoton.at/andreas-hofer-platz 

We are quite critical towards the brief, the 
design approach of the different proposals 
and, above all, towards the architects attitude 
regarding the competition: all the proposals 
we could review seemed to lack a critical 
reading of the situation and the brief, or a 
vision. For us, the architectural project is a very 
direct tool to counter and sharpen a position 
in a conflicting situation like this one, which 
opposes private and public interests.

Plan Común

COMMenTS
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A PUBLiC GreenHOUSe

On the one hand, we believe there can 
be some alternatives for Andreas-Hofer-
Platz future. As pointed out by some of the 
project’s detractors, Graz doesn’t need a new 
office building in its centre but to consolidate 
its public areas. It doesn’t make sense that a 
historical place could be so easily transformed 
according to real estate commercial interests. 

On the other hand, the site is both specific 
and challenging: it’s exposed to the traffic in 
the surrounding streets, there is a pre-existent 
structure –a gas station– and a physical context 
that we should respect –i.e. in terms of the 
shadows casted by surrounding buildings–.

We propose to build a public greenhouse of 
2.100 m² defined by a double-pitched volume 
of approximately 40.000 m3. The greenhouse 
offers a volume of tempered air, which is perfect 
for growing various species of plants. A tank 
will recollect rain water outside and a garden 
will colonize the plinth and the polycarbonate 
walls of the greenhouse. In its center, the 
existing gas station will be updated to allow 
shops and workshops related to gardening, 
and its roof will be reinforced and converted 
into an open terrace for different uses and 
views towards the surroundings. The existing 
underground parking could be maintained or 
updated to contain complementary facilities 
in future stages of the project.

This public void –of unique spatial conditions 
in the context of Graz– will set up an 
experimental field to be appropriated by 
citizens of all ages and backgrounds. 

PrOPOSAL
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Die Grüne ALTernATiVe

There is a direct political reference in the 
billboard’s content that is proposed on 
the main facade of the public greenhouse 
structure. 

The project was discussed and designed 
weeks before the disputed presidential 
elections won by Alexander Van der Bellen  
and his party with 50.3% of the votes.

Graz seems to be one of the most supportive 
cities to the Green Party’s candidate, an island 
of resistance against the rise of the right 
extremist party lead by the opponent Norbert  
Hofer and the Freedom Party.

And although we don’t know much about the 
new president, Alexander Van der Bellen, we 
believe it is important to support him in all 
fields, including design and to express our 
explicit position towards the political conflict.

Architecture can also contribute to disarticulate 
or to control the ascendance of the extreme 
right wing in Austria and abroad. 

Die Grüne ALTernATiVe also relates to 
a different future for Andreas-Hofer-Platz: 
not one defined by private interests but one 
oriented towards the public realm, aligned 
with a more sustainable and primitive 
lifestyle.

A specific type of greenhouse, designed to 
be suited for its urban context.

MeSSAGe
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A TeMPereD SqUAre

The Greenhouse adapts itself to the local 
weather in Graz, protecting from the cold and 
the rain during winter and producing cross 
ventilation during warmer periods.

By covering it, the greenhouse creates a new 
protected free and public space, which can 
be used for any type of public event.

It will be the third recognizable intervention 
along the Mur River, together with the 
Kunsthaus Graz by Peter Cook and  Colin 
Fournier and the Murinsel bridge by Vito 
Acconci, consolidating a network of specific 
urban attractions within the centre of the city.

It is also another kind of design approach, one 
less iconic and more humble than the previous 
ones in the area, focusing on use, sutainability 
and urban life, rather than proposing another 
sculptural object in the city.

Why should we renounce to our hopes 
regarding public space?

Are we condemned almost every time to 
have residual public spaces defined by the 
market?

This is a call to all institutions, authorities, 
civic associations and citizens interested in 
recovering this plot for the city. The site 
could be a new tempered square for Graz 
and its people.

ATTriBUTeS

10



The House of Architecture (HDA), founded 
in 1988, is a non-profit organisation focusing 
on promoting architecture and high-quality 
building culture. An institution which works 
within the context of culture, social policy, 
education policy and economy. The HDA’s 
curating strategy is based on a comprehensive 
concept of architecture as a vital factor in 
these fields, and on actively monitoring and 
working with relevant developments.

ISSS research&architecture is a studio founded 
and directed by Ingrid Sabatier and Stephan 
Schwarz. The research of ISSS is dealing 
with architecture, contemporary urban 
dynamics and the role and power of people’s 
engagement within the production of their 
urban space. Permanently linking research 
and the practice on the ground ISSS key 
competences are architecture and urbanism 
as well as participatory design processes in 
order to develop research-based, holistic 
concepts and sustainable spatial solutions at 
all scales.

Plan Común is an architecture office founded 
in 2012. It refers to the logical and majoritary 
condition of architecture from its very origins. 
Our projects establish spatial proposals 
with  clear  reasoning, discussing  common 
principles. Plan Común proposes formal 
strategies to maximize and strengthen 
the character of public or shared space 
-understood as a key aspect of architecture, 
regardless of its scale or program-.

Project by Plan Común and promoted 
by the House of Architecture, iSSS 
research&architecture and the Future 
Architecture Platform. The project is part of 
the exhibition „Form follows …“, curated 
by iSSS research&architecture, held at 
HDA Graz. 

For more information about HDA:
www.hda-graz.at
For more information about iSSS:
www.isssresearch.com
For more information about Plan Común: 
www.plancomun.com

if you are interested to support the project 
in different ways, please send us an e-mail: 
office@hda-graz.at
contact@isssresearch.com
contact@plancomun.com

Der AnDreAS-HOFer-PLATZ
iST Kein PLATZ 
UnD AUCH Keine
GeWerBLiCHe 
iMMOBiLienenTWiCKLUnG : 

2016

eS iST ein 
ÖFFenTLiCHeS
GeWÄCHSHAUS.


